Does exposure to residential radon increase the risk of lung cancer?
In assessing the risks of exposure to ionising radiation, it is important to neither overstate nor understate the effects of the hazard. These requirements are often difficult to satisfy, especially since much of our knowledge about the effects of low levels of radiation is subject to rather large uncertainties. Our participants have given their opinions about the risk of lung cancer induction resulting from exposure to radon in residences. Each agrees that exposures to high concentrations of radon are hazardous. However, as with low level exposures to other types of ionising radiation, quantifying relatively small risks is quite difficult. The national and international standards setting bodies have recommended a fairly conservative approach that may overestimate the 'true' magnitude of deleterious effects and their dependence upon exposure, but this is to be expected given the uncertainties in the data and the need to avoid underestimates. A conservative approach can have both positive and negative consequences, and it is also important to neither overstate nor understate these consequences.